Method B Sodium azide (0.10 g, 1.53 mmol) was dissolved in a BuOH/H 2 O (1:1, 4 mL) mixture in a small microwave vial with stirring. Benzyl bromide (0.13 mL, 1.09 mmol), sodium ascorbate (0.019 g, 0.096 mmol), phenyl acetylene (0.11 mL, 1.0 mmol) and copper sulfate (0.021 g, 0.09 mmol) were added to the solution. The reaction was submitted to microwave irradiation for 10 min at 125 ºC. The solution was diluted with cold H 2 O; the solid that formed was collected using suction filtration and washed with cold H 2 O. The solid was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 , the solution dried with anhydrous MgSO 4 , and impurities removed with activated charcoal. The solution was filtered through Celite and the solvents removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was recrystallized from CH 2 Cl 2 /petroleum ether 40/60, yielding the title compound as large colourless crystals (0.22 g, 91%).
General procedure for the formation of the triazolium salts from 1-benzyl-4-phenyl 1,2,3-triazole 1-benzyl-4-phenyl 1,2,3-triazole was dissolved in MeCN in a microwave vial, and the alkyl halide (5 eq) added. The reaction was irradiated in the microwave instrument for 3 h at 100 °C. Solvents were removed under reduced pressure to yield the triazolium salt. Benzyl-3-methyl-4-phenyl-1H-1,2,3 Benzyl-3-ethyl-4-phenyl-1H-1,2,3-triazolium iodide 3 Prepared according to the general procedure from 1 (1.65 g, 7.01 mmol) and iodoethane (2.8 mL, 5.46 g, 35.00 mmol). The crude product was purified by column chromatography on silica gel, eluting first with 1:1 EtOAc/petrol, followed by 10% MeOH in DCM. Compound 3 was isolated as a pale yellow solid (1.19 g, 86%) 
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1-Benzyl-3-propyl-4-phenyl-1H-1,2,3-triazolium iodide 4
Prepared according to the general procedure from 1 (1.65 g, 7.01 mmol) and iodopropane (3.4 mL, 5.93 g, 34.86 mmol). The crude product was purified by column chromatography on silica gel, eluting first with 1:1 EtOAc/petrol, followed by 10% MeOH in DCM. General procedure for the debenzylation of triazolium salts using tBuOK 1-Benzyl-3-alkyl-4-phenyl triazolium iodide was dissolved in THF, and the solution cooled to 0 °C. t-BuOK (2.5 eq) was added and the reaction stirred overnight. H 2 O
